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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 


WELCOME TO SPRINGTIME! 



This means that SACO will hold the annual Spring of Lamb Dinner on 
April 29,2006. It should be a great feast for all.! 

At our last event, the Christmas Dinner, the attendance was 167 people. That 
was fantastic, with a bountiful dinner prepared by Pete Kovacich and crew. 
Thanks again to the faithful workers on that Christmas Pork Dinner, in¬ 
cluding Nina Matulich-Reservations, Jo Puhera and Ann Cemokus-Cake 
Servers, Helen Ukestad and Norma Hansen-Raffle, Mary Siefke-Drink 
Tickets, Christina Justus-Table Decorations, John Vodanovich and Steve Zupan- 
Bartending. 

It was also a special event for John and Juanita “Jimie” Franich for celebrating 
their 70 th Wedding Anniversary! 

Thank You, 

Steve Belick 

SACO OFFICERS 


PRESIDENT- Steve Belick 662-3859 
VICE-PRESIDENT - Peter Kovacich 724-0071 

TREASURER-Jo Franich-Puhera 724-8930 

RECORDING SECRETARY - Linda Wathen-Espejo 



, #o. 


724-2892 


FTNANCIAL/CORRESPONDING SECRETARY - Nina Matulich 724-7971 
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REMINDER 


Just a reminder to the SACO MEMBERS that have forgotten to pay their 
annual dues for 2006. Please respond IMMEDIATELY! THANK YOU! 


COMING EVENTS 


July 9,2006 - Sunday - BBQ Corralitas Padre Park 

October 21,2006 - Saturday - Dinner 

December 16,2006 - Saturday - Christmas Pork Dinner 






Katie Alaga-smith 

Realtor® 

SENIORS REAL ESTATE SPECIALIST™ 

55 PENNY LANE, SUITE 102 
WATSONVILLE, CA 95076 

CELL: (831) 334-9500 
OFFICE: (631 ) 763-6730 
FAX: (831) 763-6701 

E-MAIL: KSMITH@DAVIDLYNG.COM 






































IN MEMQRIUM 


Judge Charles “Chick” Franich 
90 years, Jan. 7,2006, Watsonville 

Survived by son Charles Franich, Jr., daughters, Mary Bignell & Ann Mclnnis 

THE DUOUESNE UNIVERSITY 

TAMBIIRTT7ANS 

Presents an exciting new show of Music, Songs, & Dances of Eastern Europe & 
Neighboring Cultures at the Mountain View Center for the Performing Arts 
500 Castro St., Mountain View, Ca., on Tuesday, May 23,2006 at 8:00 P.M. 
Tickets-$21 Adult/ $14 Children(12 & under) 

Call: 650-903-6000 or online at www.mvcpa.com 

CORRESPONDENCE 

f. Nina, Thank you for doing such a good job for SACO. Christmas meal was 
terriEc. Thanks to everyone for a good time. Sincerely, Jacqueline Zadravec 
^ Nina, Very interesting last mailing. We have taken 4 trips to Croatia. 

Love it! Andy & Jo (Andrew J. & Geneva M. Radonich) 

^ Dear Nina, Happy Holidays! We loved the Christmas Dinner, it was 

wonderful. Here is our membership check. Best Wishes, Scott & Angie Atkins 
^ Dear Nina, Sorry I’m late with the dues. Lots going on here at home. Martin 
celebrated his 90 th Birthday in July-’05. Hope eveiything is going well with 
SACO. The newsletter keeps us up on events. Congratulations to all the officers 
and great members. One of these days we’ll show up! 

Sincerely, Rose & Martin Santich 

A Dear Nina, My sister, Helen Ostoja from Hollister, sent me your newsletter SACO. 
I found reading it was very interesting. Betty and & I would like to become 
members of SACO so that we may be kept informed on local events and its history. 
My attendance will be limited. Reading your newsletter will be great. 

Thank you, NickMekis 

# Don’t know how much longer I can get there at 90+, but will be at the picnic, 

Pete Bilsich 
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A HUGE THANK YOU to all of the following for the delicious desserts and 
the wonderful prizes at our Christmas Pork Dinner that was held on Saturday, 
December 17,2005, 


Steve Belick 
Ann Cemokus 
Betty Jones 
Christina Justus 
Antoinette Lukrich 
Rita McLean 
Lillian Nielsen 
Jo Puhera 
Mary Siefke 
Jacqueline Zadravec 


DESSERTS 

Adeline Bettincourt 
Pauline Herber 
Lorraine Jurach 
Mary Lipanovich 
Nina Matulich 
Agnes Mifsud 
Mary Pilo 
Lucy Selak 
Helen Ukestad 
Slavica Zalac 


RAFFLE PRIZES 


Alice Bankhead 
Ann Cemokus 
Tony Colendich 
Frances Davis 
Jimmie Franich 
Norma Hansen 
Frank Harris 
Christina Justus 
Tony Lipanovich 
Rita McLean 
Ethlyan Miller 
Polly Patrone 
Bill Resetar 
Eileen Sambrailo 
Elmo Silva 
Sons of Italy 
John Vodanovich 
Slavica Zalac 





Adeline Bettincourt 
Frany Colendich 


Ann Davis 
Thelma Dorey 
Nita Gizdich 
Pauline Herber 
Betty Jones 
Martin Lasich 
Nina Matulich 
Agnes Mifsud 
Lillian Nielsen 
Rudolph Pedulla 
SACO 

Isabelle & Marie Secondo 
Ann Soldo 
Helen Ukestad 
Jacqueline Zadravec 
Steve Zupan 


HVALA PUNO (THANKS MUCH) 
Nina Matulich 


WELCOME NEW MEMBERS 


John A. Bagatella - Santa Cruz 
John & Judy Eiskamp - Watsonville 
Rudolph A. Pedulla - Watsonville 
Richard & Judy Hager - Santa Cruz 
Ed & June Ivelich Pierce- Aptos, CA & 


Twoana Gross - Santa Cruz 
Norma Hansen - Watsonville 
Evelyn Balia - Watsonville 
Nick & Betty Mekis - Signal Hill, CA 
Redding, CT 




















TRAVELS 


In October of2005, Joe and Joan Graffkin of Canada (brother and sister-in-law of Tom 
and Andrea Simunovich of Hollister) made a special trip to Croatia. They traveled with 
the Elderhostel to Croatia, Slovenia and Hungary. It had been a lifetime dream of Joes to 
go to Croatia to see where both his mother and father were bom which was on the Island 
of Brae in Dol. We met his mothers half-sister who still lives in the village of Dol. We 
even saw the old house where his mother was bom and raised. Croatia is a beautiful 
country and we absolutely loved Dubrovnik, which is an old completely walled city right 
on the Adriatic. We climbed the wall and walked around the city climbing hundreds of 
steps. We went to the opera “Nubucco” in a beautiful baroque opera house and a 
Beethoven concert in a castle. We also went to Slovenia which is a “fairy-tale” country 
with all its castles, churches and alpine villages. Then on to Hungary with such beautiful 
buildings. The trip exceeded all of our expectations and the Elderhostel is a fine tour 
company(Canada). We spent 3-4 days in each place so we were not constantly packing. 

Submitted by Joe & Joan Graffkin of Canada 



TRIP TO CROATIA _ 

Eileen Sambrailo, Mary Pilo, Judy Sambrailo 



The walls 


In September of2005, Judy Sambrailo, Mary Pilo and I took a trip to Croatia. I had been 
hearing about the beauty of Dubrovnik and the Konavle valley from my friends at SACO 
events. Judy and I had never been and Mary was there last in the 70’s. We set off in mid 
September and arrived in Cavtat late at nite. The trip started with a bang as our driver 
told us he was a Sambrailo. Later we found out we weren’t the only Sambrailo family 
around Dubrovnik at nite. He was not a relative. It’s hard to describe the beauty of the 
walled city of Dubrovnik at nite. Coming in high above the city, it looked like a fairytale 
sparkling with lights. The weather stayed consistently in the 70’s and low 80’s. Our 
hotelthe “Argentina” stood above a crystal blue sea with views of both the city and the 
island of Lokrum. Judy and I took an excursion to Lokrum one day. Heavily wooded 
with lots of trails we were able to get in a lot of walking. By the second day all three of 
us suffered from some physical malady. Mary had gotten the flu, Judy had some hacking 
cough going on and a bee whose venom turned my arm into a swollen log had stung me. 
By the third day two of us had been seen by a doctor at the hotel. Turned out he knew so 
many stories about Dubrovnik, he became a part of the tour. With proper medicine, we 
all began to feel like ourselves again. Mary had made contact with a relative of hers who 
lives in Gruda, Nane Miloglav and for the next week her son Pero, gave us a tour of the 
Konavle valley. Judy became very excited about finding her family tree and connected 
with Nicko Capitanich. He is well known for his expertise in family trees. I must admit 
the family tree talk became rather confusing. It goes like this: James’ sister is the mother 

















of Mary who gave birth to David who married Margaret, making their daughter Sara, 
Judy’s cousin. WHAT? I must admit I feigned understanding theses connections, but 
after a week, I was just plain confused. Anyway, Judy now has a family tree dating back 
to 1475. It’s all written down, which makes the connections a little more 
comprehensible. 

We saw the Sunday dancing at Cilipi and the leader of the group made it quite a show. 
Afterwards we went back to Pero’s house and his wife cooked us a wonderful Sunday 
dinner of Iamb peka. Of course one can’t go to the Konavle valley without eating at 
Konavoski dvori. Eating and visiting was the agenda for the week spent with Pero. He 
was able to get us in touch with Luke and Ana Sambrailo and Lukes’ brother, Pero. This 
is the same family Bill and Andy Pilo visited in 1990. We were able to have dinner one 
nite with Pero Memed at the Nautica Restaurant. Great guy, great restaurant, great 
evening. On a side trip, Mary and Judy went with Pero Miloglav to Medjugoije, Bosnia 
which is known for its’ sightings of the Virgin Mary. I can see why so many Croatians 
go back to Croatia year after year as it easily becomes a second home. 

We had a lot more traveling to do as we also wanted to see more of Croatia. Our plans to 
take a ferry to Hvar were thwarted as ferries don’t run everyday to every island. We 
rented a car and drove to Drvenik which took us to Sucuraj, Hvar. We drove the length 
of the island to the town of Hvar and stayed the nite. Turns out the Adriatic Hotel had 
some water problems and we were moved to another hotel which is owned by the same 
people. In fact, all the large hotels are owned by the same people including the Palace. 
Rooms were expensive and not very good. The town was as usual for coastal hamlets, 
beautiful. Eating outside in the evening was quite the event. Well, there we are , eating 
again. We stayed at the Peristil Hotel in Split. It was located in Old Town in the square 
above the Diocletian’s Palace at the Silver Gate. The hotel was beautiful inside and out, 
but a caution to anyone who cannot walk much or climb, it has no elevator. In fact, 
Croatia would be a difficult place to get around if one needed handicap assistance. We 
spent the next two days exploring the history of Split and then drove to Plitvice Lakes 
National Park. Staying at the Jezero Hotel put us directly at the lakes and in between the 
upper and lower lakes. It’s a fantasy of falling water. There are so many waterfalls that 
some even fall over the wooden walkways. Early morning was a great time to visit the 
falls as tourist groups weren’t yet there. We had the upper falls all to ourselves and the 
brown bears. There were warning signs, but we didn’t actually see any. We had a full 
day, but a few days would be needed to really immerse oneself in the beauty of the park. 
From Plitvice, we drove to Pula and stayed at the Histria Hotel overlooking the sea. Our 
main reason for visiting was to see The Amphitheatre. It has the most complete outer 
walls of any still standing. If you come at the right time, you can enjoy concerts given 
there. On our drive back, we took the coastal route and stopped for lunch in Opatija. 
Another beautiful seaside town that we just touched on during our brief visit. Zagreb was 
the last stop for us. The weather had turned cold and rainy. We had two more relatives to 
visit. Mary stayed at the hotel and met relatives she had been corresponding with for 
many years and Judy and I met Judy’s cousin, Ana. 

Our three week trip was now over. We just got a glimpse of the beauty and history of 
Croatia and yes, Dubrovnik and the Konavle valley are all everyone says it is and more. 










Overnight Bus and Ferry Adventure to Brae from Cavtat: September 2005 

Sandy and l began our trip from the Badan Apts in Cavtat at 7 a.m. on a Monday morning 
with thunder, lightning and rain. Thought we would be one of the first on the bus (Bus #10) - 
we didn’t know that this was the first day of school and all the high school students in that 
area go to Dubrovnik for their schooling. The bus was crowded and noisy! 

We changed busses in Dubrovnik at the Sea/Bus station for Makarska. We had been told 
Makarska would be faster than going all the way to Split. After walking all the way down to 
the ferry station we talked to a lady who spoke English and she suggested we take the 
ferry from Split to Supetar as she was certain we could rent a car there and was not certain if 
there were car rentals in Sumartin. So up the hill we went and took a bus to Split where the 
bus/ferry station is located. We had five minutes to catch the ferry and when I finally 
struggled to get up the plank (it was pouring rain), the plank was raised and away we sailed. 
It was a pleasant forty-five minute ride. The first thing was to find a room for the night Nina 
Matulich gave us the name of her cousin, Anka Balolvic, who rents rooms in her home. We 
stopped at the Tourist Center and gave the attendant the name of Nina’s cousin and she 
telephoned her. Anka came to the center to meet us. The accommodations were very 
good. We walked to the main plaza in Supetar for dinner. While we were having dinner 
Anka called Lena and Fran’s brother, Gustav Derpich (Drpic ), and he told her he would pick 
us up the next morning to show us Brae. Gustav came with a young fellow who spoke 
English and after eating some of Anka’s goodies we were on our way. First to Lozisce 
where my husband’s father, Mike Jurach, was born. My husband’s cousin is the 
postmistress so we went to see her. Mare took care of her customers, locked the post 
office and then took us to the original Jurach home where her father lives. The home is up 
the hill from the post office. From the balcony of the home you can see the ferries come 
and go from Split. She took us to the basement to give us some of their homemade olive 
oil and liqueur. After an hour’s visit and pjeture taking we were on our way to see more of 
Brae. Next was the highest point in Brae where we got a good overview of the island. 

From there to Bol-a beautiful resort area. Then some more sightseeing by car and then to 
the Derpich family home in Pucisca for lunch. Their home is also on a hill (seems like most of 
them are) with a beautiful view of the sea inlet. We had lunch with Lena and Fran’s father, 
sister-in-law and of'course Gustav and the English speaking friend. Delicious meal. Soon 
after lunch we had to leave as it was time for Gustav to take us back to the ferry so he could 
be at work by 2 p.m. 

After the ferry ride to Split from Supetar we boarded a bus that went directly to Dubrovnik 
where we changed to a bus going to Cavtat. We arrived at the apartment at 10:30 p.m. on 
Tuesday. 

Thanks to the Derpich family and Anka Balolvic for making our short stay on Brae a most 
memorabe one. 

Lorraine Jurach A p a rt m a FI I 

Baloevic 

Ul. Put Gaja 
27 

21 400 
SUPETAR 

Tel/Fax: +385 
(21) 346 478 
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THE SLAVIC-AMERICAN 
CULTURAL ORGANIZATION, INC. 
P.O. Box 226 

Watsonville, CA. 95077 


Aim Backovich 
21 Jefferson St. 
Watsonville, CA 95076 




DATED MATERIAL —Please Rush 













































